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Gold Found in Pond Spoils

Assays of the soil in the new berms confirm the presence of fine gold in the fill that came from the pond.  The owner of the Black Eagle lot reports that recovery of the gold can be profitable as long as gold remains over $800 per ounce.  

“Getting the gold will require sluices, settling ponds, and a pump to recirculate water,” said Black Eagle.  “We’ll have to keep the operation small to avoid being subject to mining regulations.”  The owner’s association has contracted with Prineville Open Pit to begin operations May 1.  Complete processing of the old and new berms will take about five years.

“The ranch stands to net one to three million dollars,” said Black Eagle, “depending on the price of gold over the five year extraction period.  The noise, the mud, and the workers bunking in the schoolhouse are a small price to pay for such a windfall.”

The ranch is considering whether to prospect elsewhere on the property.  A local geologist, Leon Schist, advises that finding more gold is unlikely given the general lack of the mineral in the Three Rivers watershed.

“You got lucky,” says Schist.
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Regular Jet Service to Sunriver

Jazz Era Airlines has announced 3 day per week jet service between Sunriver Airport and Portland.  The Monday, Wednesday, and Friday flights will arrive in Sunriver at 10:38 AM and depart at 11:30 AM.    

Commercial service will require that stroboscopic approach lights be installed to guide planes to the airport, particularly in bad weather.  A row of lights, on attractive aluminum-colored scaffolding, will be installed just north of the Homestead Road on the ranch.  The east half of the ponderosa by the road will be pruned away for the lights.

“The lights will signify progress whenever they flash,” said Coyote. 

Owners Propose Rattlesnakes

The owners of three lots have approached the board about the introduction of rattlesnakes to the ranch.  

“Rattlesnakes are a part of nature,” asserted the owner of the Frontier lot.  “It is like bringing back the wolves to Yellowstone.”

“I heard they eat sage rats,” the owner of Rabbit Brush reported.

One owner asked if the snakes could be defanged and de-venomed before release.

“It wouldn’t be natural,” replied Frontier.  Rabbit Brush has offered to glue each snake’s rattles together so the snakes will not frighten people.

The ranch is investigating whether any Economic Stimulus funds can be applied to this project.

New Gate Designs Considered

The planned replacement of the main entry gate presents the ranch with an opportunity to consider new designs and even new materials.  

As a service to the community, this newspaper has solicited design concepts from owners (two shown below) and will forward them to the board for discussion.  At least one owner believes the ranch should keep it simple.
“We should just have the kind that raise up when you leave a parking lot,” said the owner of Badger.
[image: image2.jpg]



From  Bad  to  Verse 

(Special Guest Column)
· Things are more like they are now than they ever were before.

· Love may be blind but marriage is a real eye-opener

· The short fortune teller who escaped prison was a small medium at large.

· A will is a dead giveaway

Meadow Leased for Two Golf Holes

The ranch has agreed with Crosswater to permit the construction of two golf holes in the large north meadow.  A par 4 hole will run along the wetlands by the river.  A par three will run along the new pond.  

“We are fortunate to find an attractive water hazard already in place,” said a Crosswater spokesperson.  Crosswater will divert golfers to these new holes when other holes are being repaired.  “This will allow us to do intensive repair on selected fairways and greens while still providing a full eighteen hole round,” said the spokesperson.  

Vandevert owners who are members of Crosswater will be permitted to play the two holes after hours if they do not hit pitching irons to the greens and keep their dogs out of the sand traps.
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